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ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO USIA-12 /024W 

038596 

R 2405 17Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3061 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 2413 



FOR CU. 

EO 11652: NA. 

TAGS: OEXC. 

SUBJ: DISTINGUISHED VISITOR GRANTS. 

REF: STATE 081879. 

THE DECISION TO PROVIDE FIRST CLASS AIR TRAVEL FOR 
DISTINGUISHED VISITOR GRANTEES AND SPOUSES ONLY WAS 
TAKEN BY AAEF BOARD AT ITS MEETING OF DECEMBER 17. 1973 
AND SO RECORDED IN THE MINUTES. DECISION WAS MADE IN FULL 
RECOGNITION THAT IT IS DEPARTURE FROM PREVIOUS PRACTICE 
AND USG POLICY, BUT WAS URGED BY BOARD CHAIRMAN AND AUST- 
RALIAN MEMBERSHIP IN ORDER TO UPGRADE THE VALUE AND PRESTIGE 
OF THE RARE "DISTINGUISHED VISITOR" AWARDS AND THUS ATTRACT 
AMERICAN OF THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE CALIBRE FOR THESE SHORT 
TERM GRANTS. EXAMPLE WOULD BE RECENT DISTINGUISHED AND 
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL VISITOR JOHN UPDIKE (SEE OUR A-61, APRIL 
17, 1974), ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT ARGUE THAT FIRST CLASS OR 
SPOUSE TRAVEL WAS FACTOR IN HIS ACCEPTING AAEF GRANT OFFER. 
BOARD IS OF BELIEF THAT WITH DISTINGUISHED VISITORS OF THE 
KIND OF EMINENCE WE SEEK, THE PRESTIGE AND HONOR OF AN 
AAEF GRANT WILL REGAIN SOME OF THE STATURE IT POSSESSED BEFORE 
RECENT AUSTRALIAN PROSPERITY IN THE ACADEMIC WORLD AND 
DOLLAR DEVALUATIONS WEAKENED THE PURELY MONETARY VALUE OF 
THE GRANTS. ALTHOUGH THIS PRACTICE DEPARTS FROM 
DEPARTMENT S MANUAL OF PROCEDURES FOR COMMISSIONS 
AND FOUNDATIONS, BOARD BELIEVES SUCH A DEPARTURE 
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OF THE MANUAL FOR FOUNDATIONS SUCH AS AAEF, WHICH ARE FUNDED 
MORE THAN HALF FROM HOST GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS. 

ALTHOUGH USG AND GOA CONTRIBUTIONS TO AAEF ARE INTER- 
MINGLED AND NOT SEPARATELY ACCOUNTED FOR, BOARD AGREES THAT 
IT WOULD BE PERFECTLY PROPER TO CONSIDER THAT THESE EXTRA 
COSTS FOR DISTINGUISHED VISITOR GRANTEES AND SPOUSES COME 
FROM AUSTRALIAN, NOT RPT NOT USG CONTRIBUTED FUNDS. 

GREEN 
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